Hello Natural History Specialists, We Need Your Help!
The Rouge Park invites you to participate in the

2012 Rouge BioBlitz
A BioBlitz brings together natural history specialists and knowledgeable members of the public to try to identify as many plants and animals species as possible over a 24 hour period, so as to document the biodiversity of a designated area. It’s a community based volunteer initiative linking science, education and public participation. Bioblitzes have been occurring all over the world for decades, even here in Ontario. Specialists and experts from a diverse set of disciplines will be grouped with interested, enthusiastic volunteers to explore the areas under investigation. The interaction of volunteers with the scientific community is an integral goal of this event.

 

The Blitz will be taking place from 3:00 pm Friday June 15th to 3:00 pm Saturday June 16th. Amateur, professional and young naturalists are all welcome to help out with spotting and identifying species and learning about the science behind species collection and identification. 

We are looking for specialists in all aspects of biological diversity:

We would be interested in anybody with specific expertise in any wildlife taxa found within the Park. If your taxon requires any collecting of specimens, please include a brief protocol on the method of collection. This will be assessed and approved by the Rouge Park authorities and in some cases the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.  
The Site
The 2012 BioBlitz is going to be held in the Rouge Park including the Toronto Zoo. Once registered, each expert will receive a package including a map of the Park, all pertinent locations and information on the area of the Park you will be working in. This park has a variety of habitats including forest, wetland and some open area which provides for a good diversity of species. 

Accommodation and Food
We are in the process of procuring accommodation for any participants who will be travelling long distance. If you are interested in assisting but will require accommodation, please let us know and we will work towards finding a comfortable place for you to rest.
Food will be supplied as the budget allows. It will include: coffee and trail snacks and a Saturday barbeque. Other meals: Friday dinner, breakfast and lunch on Saturday, will be supplied if funding comes through.  

Registration: To register yourself as a BioBlitz Specialist, please supply your name, expertise and your contact information to: Antonia Guidotti, Royal Ontario Museum antoniag@rom.on.ca  416-586-5765.  If you aren’t comfortable identifying yourself as a specialist, you can participate as a naturalist, guide or volunteer.
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Current Hours
9:30 am - 4:30 pm
(last admission 3:30 pm)

Admission
Online tickets
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